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Week 5: From the Principal :

Friday February 27th |oYelds el s e R

= VR Y\ 2 2 T NAPLAN 2026 (MARCH 11th—13th) NAPLAN (the National Assessment
mark any absence on [eseleleliEgNiCIcelaY and Numeracy) takes place each year for
Compass or call students in Years 3, 5,7 and 9. These assessments look at how
school first thing if students are progressing in Writing, Reading, Language skills
absent tomorrow. (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. NAPLAN results
give families and schools helpful information about each child’s

Week 6:

learning. They help teachers plan next steps in teaching and
Wednesday March 4: learning, and support conversations between parents/carers and

schools about student progress. Exemptions Exemptions may be
Room 10 Futsal prog P P 4

Program granted to students with significant disabilities and to students who

have been learning English for less than one year. If your child is
Room 2 Ultimate

Frisbee

eligible for support due to disability or an exemption, you should
discuss this with your classroom teacher. Parental consent is
required before any support due to disability or exemption is
Thursday March 5: provided. While we strongly encourage all students to complete the
NAPLAN tests, students may be withdrawn fromm NAPLAN by their
parents or carers. This is a matter for consideration by parents and

Room 9 Futsal
Program

carers in consultation with teachers. If, after consultation, you decide
Room 3 Ultimate to withdraw your child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal Form
Frisbee prior to the test and have it approved by the school. For more
information about NAPLAN Online, please visit the VCAA website at
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au.

Week 7. REMINDER - the Department (which includes our school) does not
Monday March 9: have personal accident insurance for students.

PUBLIC HOLIDAY— If a student is injured at school or while participating in a school
LABOUR DAY activity (including offsite) and requires medical treatment, parents/
carers are responsible for all of their child’s medical expenses. This
includes transport costs such as ambulance costs (which may
VLT TAA 1AV -V g ol IR i\ e an air ambulance if considered necessary).



REMINDER - the Department (which includes our school) does not have personal property insurance

for staff and/or students.

ltems of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school or during school excursions are
not the responsibility of Lightning Reef Primary School or the Department. Staff and students are re-
minded not to bring items of value to school or on school excursions.

Lightning Reef Primary School encourages parents/carers to consider obtaining their own accident
insurance for students and property of value that may be brought to school.

Why Attendance Matters

Daily attendance and arriving to school on time is fundamental to student success. Research has
shown that even small amounts of absence can have a significant impact on a child's learning and
development. The number of days a student can ‘get away with’ before their progress is affected is
zero. Everyday counts and building a habit of regular attendance from an early age sets the founda-
tion for lifelong success.

Children who attend school consistently are more likely to:

e Stay on track academically, avoiding gaps in their learning.

e Develop strong social connections and peer relationships.

e Build resilience and a positive attitude towards learning.

ACHIEVE BETTER HEALTH AND EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES LATER IN LIFE.

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please update Compass through the app with
their absence details. When entering this information, we ask that you upload any medical certifi-
cates if available. Alternatively please contact the office.

Family Holidays

We understand the value of family holidays, however, we strongly encourage families to schedule
these breaks during school holidays rather than during term time. Please contact the office and/or
your child's teacher if you know you will be away so we can prepare & support your child's learning.

It's a shared Responsibility

We are committed to supporting students and encouraging attendance at school but we cannot do
this alone, fostering regular attendance is a shared responsibility that requires the active involve-
ment and support of parents and caregivers.

Kind regards
Jo



A) Notice of election and call for nominations Thursday 26th February, 2026

B) Closing date for nominations Friday 6th March, 2026
C) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed Friday 13" March, 2026
D) Close of ballot- Counting ballot papers to start, Friday 20th March, 2026

Declaring poll as soon as possible thereafter

E) March School Council Meeting— PUBLIC MEETING ALL WELCOME Tuesday 24th March, 2026

(First council meeting to elect office bearers) 9.00am in the Staff Lounge

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTONS INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 2026

What is a school council and what does it do?

All school councils in Victoria operate under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. The
school council has particular functions in setting and monitoring the school’s direction. School

councils have three main responsibilities:

Finance — overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper records

are kept of the school’s financial operation.
Strategic Planning — participating in the development and monitoring of the school’s strategic plan.

Policy Development and Review — developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect the

school’s values and support the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan.
What is a school council and what does it do?

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are
given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this,
a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its

students.
Who is on the school council?
There are three possible categories of membership:

“ A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this

category.

" Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DET) employees can be Parent

members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school.




Why is Parent membership so important?

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help
shape the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their
involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.

How can you become involved?

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots
are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. In view of this,
you might seriously consider

- standing for election as a member of the school council
- encouraging another person to stand for election.
Do | need special experience to be on school council?

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with
others to help shape the school’s future.

What do you need to do to stand for election?

The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each
year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March. If you decide to stand for
election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself
in the Parent category. Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the
time stated on the notice of election.

Notice of election and call for nominations

An election is to be conducted for members of the school council of (school name below) Lightning
Reef Primary School. Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by
4.00pm on Friday 6th March, 2026. Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations re-
ceived will be posted at the school. The terms of office, membership categories and number of posi-
tions in each membership category open for election are as follows:

Membership category Term of office 2026 Parent Membership category Term of office 2026 Par-
member — two-year term of office . From the day ent member — one-year term of office . From
after the date of the declaration of the poll in the day after the date of the declaration of
2026 to and inclusive of the date of the declara- the poll in 2026 to and inclusive of the date of
tion of the poll in 2026. the declaration of the poll in 2026.

Number of Positions available- 2 Number of Positions available-1

Membership category Term of office From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll
2026 School employee member — two in 2026 to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of
year term of office . From the day af- the poll in 2026.

ter the date of the declaration of the
If the number of nominations is less than the number of
poll in 2026 to and inclusive of the
vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further
date of the declaration of the poll in

2026.

nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the

school.
Number of Positions available- 2
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. Walking speed only

-When exiting the car park, you must turn left only.

-When entering the car park, you cannot turn right directly in. In-
stead, please continue to the traffic lights, make a U-turn safely,

and then turn left into the car park.




Our Preps have settled beautifully

into school lifel

They are becoming more confi-
dent each day and are learning so
much already. We have been fo-
cusing on playing kindly together,
taking turns and using our re-
spectful words with friends.

The children have also been prac-
tising writing their names and
learning their numbers from 0—
10. It has been wonderful to see
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This week, the Year 1 students in
Room 5 focused on learning the “ng”
sound by using the word king as their
main example. They practised hearing
and spelling the “ng” sound at the end
of words while writing about the Reef
King. Students worked on -creating
descriptive sentences, choosing
interesting words like strong, shiny,
and long to describe the king and his
crown.

To make their learning more
hands-on, they also designed and
created their own Reef King crowns.
This helped connect their phonics
work with a creative activity.
Throughout the week, students-built
confidence with the “ng” sound while
improving their writing skills and
using more detailed describing words
in their work.
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Room Name Reason
5 Sam Ordering 2 digit numbers to 100.
4 Chayde Creating a great “circle’ picture.
8 Abraham For improving his numeracy skills by renaming 3-digit numbers.
7 Kwae Doh For improving his Literacy skills by adding full stops to edit his writing.
3 Ambier Grhaye For improving her reading fluency by always doing her best and staying focused.
For improving your understanding of place value and recognising where to place
2 Bodie numbers correctly.
10 Rub For improving their numeracy skills by discovering how many different Nets there
y are for a cube.
9 Kwar Lae Lae For improving his writing by drafting and editing carefully
Karen Hai Eh Jay For improving his Karen language skills by teaching his class new words.
. For improving their colour choice skills by completing their Colour Monster in the
Art Saw Kirit .
colour that matched how he was feeling.
For improving their colour choice skills by completing their Colour Monster in the
PE James .
colour that matched how they were feeling.
Perf. Arts Euphie For improving her music skills by using musical language to describe pitch.

Respectful school
communities start with
ur




Room Name Reason
4 Jasper Always being ready to learn.
8 Justin For demonstrating respect by always doing his best.
7 Shane-Dean For demonstrating Kindness by helping his teacher and other stu-
dents
3 Ni K Mwee For demonstrating kindess by always greeting everyone with a big
For consistently showing respect to classmates, teachers, and the
2 Ezra classroom environment.
For demonstrating persistence by engaging in writing tasks even
10 Harlem , . o
though they don't enjoy writing.
9 Paw Eh Klay For demonstrating respect by helping others to keep the classroom
clean
Karen Tait For demonstrating responsibility by asking questions about Karen
language.
. For demonstrating Responsibility by helping to create posters that
Art Emily . . . .
remind everyone Lightning Reef is a safe space for all.
PE Tanara For demonstrating Kindness by helping pump up the balls during
PE.
Perf. Arts Chit For demonstrating Kindness by helping a friend join in a music

game.
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Room Name Reason

4 Alex for demonstrating Respect by always being ready to learn.

5 Amos For demonstrating kindness by inviting other to play with him outside.

8 Eli For demonstrating persistence by having a go at difficult tasks.

7 Amberlee For demonstrating responsibility.

2 Eleanor For demonstrating kindness by helping others.

10 Amelia For demonstrating persistence by working hard during math lessons, even
when they found it hard.

9 Will For demonstrating persistence by attempting to share his thinking, even when
he is unsure of his answer.

. For demonstrating Responsibility by taking care and putting effort into his art-

Art Bodie
work every lesson.

PE Jasper For demonstrating Kindness by helping Josh demonstrate activities in his first
PE lesson.

Perf. Arts Zhynee For demonstrating Persistence by practising notes on the recorder.




Room Name Reason

5

4

8 Zavier For improving his reading skills by sounding out unknown words.

7 Ro Ku For improving his writing skills by adding adjectives to his sentences.

3 Arwaya For improving her math skills by renaming numbers using non-standard
expanded form

2

10 Ricky P For improving writing skills by taking on feedback to enhance his writing.
For improving their oral language skills by participating in class discus-

9 Ryan . . oS
sions and sharing his ideas

Karen Naw Eh Lah ggrr]si;mproving her Karen language skills by helping to teach her class a

Art Bue Nah Bae For improving their creativity skills by using patterns to decorate their
artwork.

PE Eh Tha FOI_‘ improv_ing their concentration skills by balancing a ball on a racquet
while running.

Perf. Arts Ophelena For improving her music skills by identifying note names on the stave
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School preparations for the bushfire season

Each year, to prepare for bushfires and grassfires, schools and
early childhood services complete a range of activities.

The Department of Education runs an annual fire risk

assessment of schools and early childhood services. FIRE I]AINGER RATING

They are allocated a category of risk (categories 0 to 4) and are
published on the Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR).

All schools and early childhood services listed on the BARR and Category 4 list will also close when a Cata-
strophic fire danger rating day is forecast in their fire weather district.

When the Bureau of Meteorology provides public fire danger rating forecasts or fire weather warnings, they
use fire weather district areas. In Victoria, there are 9 fire weather districts, which are based on Local Govern-
ment Area boundaries. Our schoolis in the Northern Country fire weather district.

As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated and completed our Emergency Man-
agement Plan and reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire and
cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.

What does this mean for our school?
Our school has been identified as being at risk of bushfire or grassfire and is a Category 3 school.

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in the Northern Coun-try fire
district.

What is the department’s policy?

The department’s Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early childhood ser-
vices on the BARR and the Category 4 list to close when a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast in
their fire weather district. All school bus routes which travel in or through a district with Catastrophic fire dan-
ger must also be cancelled.

When will our school be closed due to Catastrophic fire danger?

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in Northern Country fire dis-
trict.

Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)

Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)

Closure of the school due to a forecast Catastrophic day will be confirmed on the day prior and we will
provide you with advice before the end of the school day. Any information regarding potential or confirmed
Catastrophic fire danger days will be communicated to you by SMS, Compass notification and DoJo.



Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change,
even if the weather forecast changes. This is to avoid
confusion and help your family plan alternative care
arrangements for your child. It is also important to be aware
that:

No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due

to a forecast Catastrophic day. /
Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these Fl RE DANGER RATING

days.

All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled.

School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for fire weather dis-trict in
which the camp is located, or if the travel involves passing through areas that have Cata-strophic fire danger.

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days. On
such days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children.

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Cata-
strophic days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Cat-
astrophic day.

What can families and the school community do to help us prepare?
¢ Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.

Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, checking our website Lightning Reef Primary School -
Learners today Leaders tomorrow (lightningreefps.vic.edu.au), by talking to your child’s teacher or any other
member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the
event that our school is closed due to elevated fire danger or closed due to a Catastrophic fire danger. Fur-
ther information can be found on the CFA’s website.

e Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community may be
spread out across many areas and some families may be at higher risk than others. Your family’s safety is
critical, so please let us know if you are actioning your bushfire survival plan and if your children will be ab-
sent on these days.

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and preparedness actions here:
VicEmergency app —that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices

VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)



C REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN ) o .

Commencing Sunday 29th March
9:00am -10:00am
Canterbury Park Oval

10 week program
Coordinators: Cale Hinton and Taj Ferg
supported by senior men, women
and EJFC

Register online at
play.afl/club-finder-map

and search for Eaglehawk Auskick C




Happy birthday to those
students who had a
birthday over the last
fortnight.

REMINDER

Please remember
smoking is banned

within four metres of
an entrance to all
Victorian Schools
and within the
school grounds, this
includes our shared
entrance and the bus
stop
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Lost property

Please remember to check lost property
regularly. It is located just inside our
foyer entrance.
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