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Jo Ryan               19th November 2021 

Acting Principal                                                      

NEWSLETTER 
PO Box 66 NORTH BENDIGO 3550 

SCHOOL : www.lightningreefps.vic.edu.au 

    Phone: 5443 2501                                                                                             
   ELC :  www.bendigoregionalymca.org.au 

                                                   Phone: 5444 6666 

BE YOUR BEST BE RESPECTFUL BE CO-OPERATIVE 

  

  

BE RESPONSIBLE 

 

COVID19 RESTRICTIONS EASED 

Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, some significant changes have been made to how 
cases of COVID-19 and contacts of cases are managed in schools as we reach the 90% double dose mile-
stone for eligible people in the coming days. 

Schools will continue the process of identifying contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 at schools; con-
tacts will no longer be contacted by the Department of Health with quarantine requirements. If your child is 
identified as a contact the school will contact you directly. 

Contacts will be required to complete a standard (PCR) test within 24 hours from when they are identified 
by the school as a contact. 

If the PCR test returns a negative result, the student can immediately return to school, with evidence of the 
negative result provided to the school. 

It is strongly recommended that contacts complete five days of rapid antigen tests in the morning before 
they attend school. 

You will be able to obtain these testing kits from testing centres from Monday 22 November if your child 
is required to complete a standard PCR test. 

Where students are currently in quarantine due to an existing school exposure, they will be able to provide 
evidence of a negative standard PCR test and return to school following the instructions above. 

In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that contacts in significant school 
outbreaks are still required to quarantine for seven days. In this scenario, students will be notified directly 
of any additional quarantine arrangements. 

Face masks will now only be required by staff, visitors and Grades 3 to 6 students in an indoor space with-
in our school. 

The wearing of masks remains recommended elsewhere where physically distancing cannot be maintained. 

As we head into the final few weeks of the school year, please continue to care for yourself and those 
around you. 

Vaccination requirements for visitors and volunteers performing work in schools 

Visitors and volunteers performing work on school sites must have had at least one dose of COVID-19 
vaccine and must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by 29 November 2021 or have a valid medica-
tion exception. 

Vaccination requirements for parents and carers attending schools 

All parents and carers attending schools, including for drop off and pick up must also adhere to physical 
distancing, density limits, face mask requirements and practise respiratory etiquette and good hand hy-
giene. 

Parents and carers who enter school buildings must check in using the QR code. 

http://www.lightningreefps.vic.edu.au
http://www.bendigoregionalymca.org.au
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Parents and carers who enter school buildings must also have had at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine 
and must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by 29 November 2021 or have a valid medical ex-
ception with the following limited exceptions: 

* when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be adminis-
tered by the school 

* when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building unaccompanied 
by their parent/carer. 

* when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students, 
for example, to collect a completed art project or similar. 

Parents and carers attending any event or activity inside a school building including, but not limited to 
tours, graduations, kindergarten transition, whole of school events are required to show evidence of vac-
cination. 

Meetings and other discussions (such as Student Support Group meetings) with parents and carers who do 
not meet vaccination requirements should be held virtually. 

Parents and carers attending school sites for drop off and pick up who do not enter school buildings do not 
need to comply with vaccination requirements. 

 

Which medical practitioners are able to provide the exemption certificate? 

A medical practitioner, for the purpose of the vaccination directions, is limited to the following types of 
practitioners: 

•  a general practice registrar on an approved 3GA training placement 

•  a public health physician 

•  an infectious disease physician 

•  a clinical immunologist 

•  a general practitioner who is vocationally registered 

•  a general practitioner who is a fellow of the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners   
 (RACGP) 

•  a general practitioner who is a fellow of the Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine 
 (ACRRM) 

•  a paediatrician 

• a medical practitioner who is a fellow of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians. 

This means that only medical practitioners from the list above can provide vaccination information includ-
ing a letter showing evidence of vaccination or certification that a person is an excepted person under the 
prescribed criteria. 

Note: As at 12 November 2021, vaccination information relating to a medical exception must be    
evidenced by a COVID-19 medical exemption certificate issued by the Australian Immunisation 
Registry. (Medicare app) 

 

PREP (FOUNDATION) 2022 TRANSITION  

Our 2022 Prep Transition statements have been arriving from Kindergartens over the last week. It is lovely 
reading the Kinder reports and what the children are looking forward to as ‘Big School’ students!  

We are holding two prep Transition sessions this year. The first is on the Student Free Day, Wednesday 1 
December. The second is on the State wide Transition Day, Tuesday 7 December.  Families involved will 
receive invitations via email and mail in upcoming days. Families with queries may contact Amy Davies at 
school or via email. 
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Wednesday December 1st  -  

No late orders taken 

YEAR 6-7  2022 TRANSITION & GRADUATION CEREMONY 

On Monday 6th December, our Year 6 Graduation Ceremony will take place at the Bendigo Pottery. Stu-
dents and teachers will share a meal and Yr 6 presentations. These are being professionally filmed this 
year and gifted to families as a keepsake.   

The following day, Tuesday 7 December, the Yr 6’s will attend their Secondary College for the whole day. 
We look forward to hearing their stories upon return to PS.  

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Leading Image were back at school today to photograph students who were absent on the previous Photo 
Day. We appreciate their flexibility in fitting a second visit to us in their very busy schedule. Families who 
have not yet paid for school photos will receive a reminder from Leading Image in the upcoming weeks to 
order and pay online.  

 

PARENT SURVEY 

The past two years have been challenging for everyone, and we share the frustrations families feel with the 
continued lockdowns and restrictions we have had to endure for the last 18 months. 

We have prioritised keeping lines of communication open with students and their families through Class 
Dojo, phone calls and Web Ex and support families through Remote learning and Onsite Supervision. 

As part of our end of school year review process, we are seeking feedback from families about how sup-
ported and connected you felt during this trying period and what we can do differently to further improve 
this.  

We have designed a short 5 question survey that we would appreciate you completing. It should take no 
more than 5 minutes, and is anonymous. 

https://forms.gle/QUtSw7BBQYPNnQhM6 

We thank you in advance, 

 

Joanne Ryan 

Acting Principal 

Lightning Reef Primary School 

Ph: 54432501 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FQUtSw7BBQYPNnQhM6&data=04%7C01%7CSuzanne.Nelson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C43578d0d825543dc838908d9aae5e5e4%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637728726640342886%7CUnknown%7
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BE YOUR BEST BE RESPECTFUL BE CO-OPERATIVE 

  

  

BE RESPONSIBLE 

 

CONTACT US:   

5443 2501 

Acting Principal:  

Jo Ryan 

Business Manager:  

Kristie Coates  

Leading Teacher:  

Paul Keller 

Learning Specialist: 

Katrina Johnstone 

Specialist Coordinator: 

Georgia King 

Social Worker:  

Gai Maddams 

School Council President 

Sonia Valli 

Parents and Friends President: 

Daria Turnbull 

Calendar of events: 
 

 

Wednesday December 1st–        

Student free day - NO SCHOOL 

 

Wednesday December 1st–         

Prep 2022 transition day 

 

Monday December 6th -  Grade 

6 Graduation Bendigo Pottery 

 

Tuesday December 7th -  Prep 

2022 transition day 

Grade 6 Secondary College    

transition day 

 

Tuesday December 14th -           

Student led conferences 

 

Friday December 17th -  Last 

day of Term 4  

 

Please  

remember 

smoking is 

banned  

within four 

metres of  an 

entrance to 

all Victorian 

Schools  and 

within the 

school 

grounds, this 

includes our 

shared      

entrance and 

the bus stop 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Daniel M,      
Rohan D, Blake L and Jaydah M 

We hope you have an amazing day. 
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With the return to school we have also have a return of headlice. It can be easily treated at home. 

 

Headlice. 

How to manage and control head lice. 

 

 
Using conditioner with a fine-toothed comb is the recommended method of detection.  It is also an 
excellent mechanical method of control and treatment. 

 

1. Apply plain white conditioner liberally to dry hair. (Any cheap brand will be fine.) 

2. Cover the scalp to the ends of the hair. 

3. Detangle hair with regular comb. 

4. Leave conditioner in hair for 5 minutes. You may cover the hair with a shower cap whilst    
waiting.  (Conditioner stuns lice for up to 20 minutes and makes combing easier)  

5. Separate the hair into sections. 

6. Comb through with the fine toothed comb 

7. Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a tissue and look for lice and eggs (nits). 

8. Remove all nits to assure total lice treatment. 

9. Rinse conditioner from hair and clean the fine-toothed comb with a toothbrush or dental floss. 

10. Repeat process every two days until clear. 

11. When clean, comb all family members weekly for early detection and prevention of new    

          infestations.     

 

Do not go to great lengths to wash bedding or spring-clean the house.  After extensive          
examinations of carpets, mattresses, pillows, dress-up clothing and dolls in schools and day 
care centres researchers at James Cook University found no lice or eggs.  These rooms all had 
a significant percentage of children with active cases of head lice.  The conclusion is that the 
environment as a source of infection is zero.  CONCENTRATE ON THE HEAD!  Wash   
hairbrushes and combs in hot water.  Lice die within 30 seconds in 60C water. 

 

Remember also that each day is a new day for the risk of a new infestation.  We do regular 
screenings at school but we need your help also.  This is the best way to protect your family 
and community.  Being consistent and diligent about manual removal will go a long way     
toward controlling the problem. 

 

Parents are encouraged to check for head lice regularly. 

 

• Screen safely and regularly 

• Detect lice and nits as early as possible 

• Remove lice and nits immediately and effectively  

• Avoid panic and unnecessary use of chemicals 
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