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Jo Ryan               15th October  2021 

Acting Principal                                                      

NEWSLETTER 
PO Box 66 NORTH BENDIGO 3550 

SCHOOL : www.lightningreefps.vic.edu.au 

    Phone: 5443 2501                                                                                             
   ELC :  www.bendigoregionalymca.org.au 

                                                   Phone: 5444 6666 

BE YOUR BEST BE RESPECTFUL BE CO-OPERATIVE 

  

  

BE RESPONSIBLE 

 

RETURN TO ONSITE LEARNING FOR OUR SENIOR STUDENTS 

It has been amazing to welcome back our 3-6 students for 2 days this week. After such a long period of re-
mote learning, having students back in the classroom is simply lovely! It is important to recognize that it 
will take a little time to reconnect with routines and friendships (in person). We remind families to keep in 
touch with classroom teachers if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

 

STAGGERED RETURN - WEEK THREE  

We look forward to having students in Year 3-6 back onsite in a staggered manner next week. Although a 
repeat of communication from October 1st, it is important we follow the expectations developed by the 
Victorian Government. Week 3, as in this week, students will attend on the following days:  

P-2 Continue Monday – Friday  

Year 3/4 Homegroups: Tuesday and Wednesday  

Year  5 and 5/6 Homegroups- Thursday and Friday  

 

Onsite supervision will be available for children in Year 3-6 when not attending on a designated day. This 
is for students previously approved in Term 3, where parents and/or carers are considered authorised work-
ers who cannot work from home, work for an authorised provider and where no other supervision arrange-
ments can be made and/or children experiencing vulnerability. Please make contact with the school if you 
require further information and guidance.  

We will continue an enhanced cleaning routine and will encourage frequent hand washing and sanitising. If 
your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical 
advice. These changes are consistent with health advice around physical distancing between adults and they 
will apply until further notice.  

 

THESE INCLUDE: 

• Restrictions on adults accessing the school site (other than school staff)  

• Parents are asked not to enter the school site unless it is absolutely necessary.  

• If parents need to enter the school site for any reason, they must only come to the School Office and                 

  check in using the QR code.  

• Physical distancing whilst in the School Office is crucial and masks MUST cover noses and mouths when    
visitors enter the building. 

 

http://www.lightningreefps.vic.edu.au
http://www.bendigoregionalymca.org.au
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FACE MASK MANDATE FOR STUDENTS YEAR 3-6:  

From Monday 18th October, it will be mandatory that masks be worn indoors at school by students from 
Years 3 - 6. This is a health directive that all schools must follow . Given that students do not need to 
wear a face mask outside at recess, I would encourage families to send a zip lock bag so that students can 
place their face mask into it when they leave the classroom for the recess breaks. Even sending a spare 
face mask might be an idea as we get used to these new requirements. We have a number of children al-
ready wearing face masks, and they are managing very well. 

Families need to supply students with masks, but we will have a small supply at school for emergencies. 
Although some students won’t be on-site until later in the week, we will still have students in for on-site 
learning. Many thanks for your support with this. 

 

VACCINATIONS 

The Victorian Chief Health Officer has issued directions that require COVID-19 vaccinations for people 
who work in schools, to help slow the spread of COVID-19 and prevent future outbreaks in our schools. 
Our school will meet the requirement. 

 

SUNSMART  

As a SunSmart school we are required to wear sun smart hats from September through to the end of 
April. Please ensure that your child has a hat to wear during school hours, otherwise they will be asked to 
remain under the shade sails in the Court yard at breaktimes as of Tuesday 26th October. This area is pro-
vided to protect students in a shaded area. 

 

ENROLMENTS IN 2022 

If your child / children will not be attending Lightning Reef PS in 2022, please let us know now, as this 
information is crucial for planning. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

 
At this stage we are hoping school photos will still 
go ahead on November the 3rd if the current           
restrictions change. 
 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
 
Joanne Ryan 
Acting Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 
levels 

From 
Monday 
4 Octo-
ber 

From 
Wednes-
day 6 Oc-
tober 

From 
Monday 
11 Octo-
ber 

From 
Tuesday 
26 October 

Prep     

Year 1-
2 

    

Year 3-
4 

  
  Tuesday-

Wednes-
day 

 

Year 5-
6 

    Thursday-
Friday 

 

Year 7      

Year 8-
9 

  
  Tuesday-

Wednes-
day 

 

Year 10     Thursday-
Friday 

 

Year 11      

Year 12 
(VCE 
units 
3/4 and 
final 
year 
VCAL 
and 
IB) 

    
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BE YOUR BEST BE RESPECTFUL BE CO-OPERATIVE 

  

  

BE RESPONSIBLE 

 

CONTACT US:   

5443 2501 

Acting Principal:  

Jo Ryan 

Business Manager:  

Kristie Coates  

Leading Teacher:  

Paul Keller 

Learning Specialist: 

Katrina Johnstone 

Specialist Coordinator: 

Georgia King 

Social Worker:  

Gai Maddams 

School Council President 

Sonia Valli 

Parents and Friends President: 

Daria Turnbull 

Calendar of events: 
 

Thursday 14th October  & Friday 15th 

October– Year 5/6 attend school 

 

Tuesday 19th October  & Wednesday 20th 

October -  Year 3/4 attend school 

 

Thursday 21st October & Friday 22nd 

October—Year 5/6 attend school 

 

Tuesday 26th October - All students back 

onsite 

 

Wednesday October 27th -   Bendigo Cup 

Day - NO SCHOOL 

 

Friday October 29th -  Glasses For Kids  

program 

Wednesday November 3rd -  School Photos 

 

Wednesday November 10th - Student free 

day– NO SCHOOL 

 

Wednesday December 1st–   Student free 

day—NO SCHOOL 

 

Tuesday December 14th -      Student led 

conferences 

 

Friday December 17th -  Last day of Term 4 

Please  

remember 

smoking is 

banned  

within four 

metres of  an 

entrance to 

all Victorian 

Schools  and 

within the 

school 

grounds, this 

includes our 

shared      

entrance and 

the bus stop 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Caleb M, Kyaw 
San M, Kaden J-W and Tadiwa M. 

 

We hope you have an amazing day. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT SWIMMING 

HAS BEEN CANCELLED FOR THIS 

YEAR. 



Learners today  - Leaders tomorrow …………... Page  4  

 

 



Learners today  - Leaders tomorrow …………... Page  5  

 

 

Don’t forget to check lost  

property if you are     

missing any items. It is   

located in the foyer of the 

gym and it is filling up 

fast.  

Just a reminder hats need 
to be worn outside from 
September 1st. Hats are       
available from Lowes    
Marketplace. Please make 
sure your child’s name is 
on their hat.  


